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August 27, 1869
A letter, in rough draft, of ACVR to the Land Commissioner in Washington D.C. about a
property matter. Apparently ACVR had the practice of writing some letters in rough draft and
then writing a good draft, which he sent off while retaining the rough draft as a record of his
correspondence. The last line of the letter reads as follows: "I pray you Sir for light on the
subject and for instructions what I have to do that they may not swallow up the whole tannery of
that poor man and that they may not bring me in many troubles."
Calvin College Archives, ACVR collection, box 8, fldr 143.

>

The general United States
Land Commissioner
in Washington D.C.

Holland Mich.
Aug 27/69

Dear Sir,
Since 18671 was in possession of NWfr 'A of Sec 29 TrN.R. is W
its extreme Northren point was by me in use first by a windmill afterwards by a tanner under
contract of me; I was disturbed in its possession by the occupation of the western sides by AR
Clark and G. Lander. I went to the Land office to Ionia and asked them to show me the way of
perfecting the title- they instructed me to apply to the general office: I did so: and received the
answer that the land could only be obtained by public sale: afterwards the H(?): TW Ferry
member of the House of Representatives did explain of early settlement and improvements: And
I did receive in the letter dated Jan 26/66 that I was declared according fieldnotes or marks as a
riparian owner of all the land that was there unless it was proved that it was not riparian,
I did ?thereupon: being convinced that I had applied for the land at Ionia—then I found
myself save that if there was found unsurveyed not riparian land, that I than had to submit to buy
it at public auction.
Mr. J.T. Finkham of Grand Rapids did instruct G. Lander to file in the Ionia office preemption
papers, and to notify surrounding land owners that he did make application for a survey: farther
he assures Him that he can receive the extreme (?) of said 'A (?) for the price of one Dollar
25/100 before a public sale. This would exclude me of the only opportunity Which was opened
to me of buying that public auction. I pray you Sir for light on the subject and for instructions
What I have to do that they many not swallow up the whole tannery of that poor man and that
they may not bring me in many troubles.

Transcribed by Erica D. Heeg
November 8, 2002

August 27, 1869
A letter, in rough draft, of ACVR to the Land Commissioner in
Washington, D.C., about a property matter. Apparently ACVR had
the practice of writing some letters in rough draft and then
write a good draft which he sent off while retaining the rough
draft as a record of his correspondence. The last line of the
letter reads as follows: "I pray you Sir for light on the
subject and for instructions what I have to do that they may not
swallow up the whole tannerij of that poor man and that they may
not bring me in many troubles."
Calvin College Archives, ACVR collection, box 8, fldr 143.
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A letter, in rough draft, of ACVR to the Land Commissioner in
Washington, D.C., about a property matter. Apparently ACVR had
the practice of writing some letters in rough draft and then
write a good draft which he sent off while retaining the rough
draft as a record of his correspondence. The last line of the
letter reads as follows: "I pray you Sir for light on the
subject and for instructions what I have to do that they may not
swallow up the whole tannerij of that poor man and that they may
not bring me in many troubles."
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